
BASIC OUTLINE QUESTIONS FOR DOCTOR'S DEPOSITION

Standard Checklist of Issues

1. Are you licensed to practice medicine in the State of Texas?

2. Is your license on file with the appropriate authorities?

3. Please state the type of practice you are engaged in.

4. Please detail your education.

5. Areas of concentration in practice.

6. Do you from time to time attend seminars to keep abreast of recent developments?

7. Please describe some of the seminars recently taken concerning the (state injury).

8. Do you have a curriculum vitae?

9. Does it truly and accurately set forth your credentials (move to admit Exhibit 1 to deposition)?

10. In the course of your practice have you had occasion to treat (name of Plaintiff/patient)?

11. When did you first see him in your practice?

12. Do you know how it came to pass that (name of plaintiff/patient) sought you medical services 

in particular?

13. At the time of (name of plaintiff/patient)'s initial office visit did you take a history from him?

14. What is a history?

15. Why is it important to you as a treating physician?

16. What was the history you took from (name of plaintiff/patient)?

17. Dr. (name of Dr.), what is trauma?

18. Did Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient)'s history include a description of trauma to the (identify the 

injury/injuries).

19. Doctor, after you took all history from Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient) did you perform a 

physical examination?

20. What type of examination did you conduct?

21. What types of tests did you perform? What were the results of those tests?

22. What were your initial observations?

23. Doctor, what are subjective complaints?

24. How do you use subjective complaints as a treating physician?

25. What are objective findings?

26. How do you use them as a treating physician?
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27. What were your objective findings after the initial examination of Mr. (name of plaintiff/ 

patient).

28. After you took a history and performed your initial examination, did you arrive at a tentative 

diagnosis?

29. What was that diagnosis?

30. What was the basis of that diagnosis?

31. Can you describe in layman's terms what that initial diagnosis means?

32. After arriving at an initial diagnosis, what course of treatment, if any, did you prescribe for 

Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient).

33. Doctor, what does the term conservative care mean to you as a physician?

34. For how long a term, if at all, did you administer conservative care to Mr. (name of 

plaintiff/patient)?

35. Can you describe what the conservative care consisted of?

36. What were your observations concerning the effectiveness of such care on Mr. (name of 

plaintiff/patient)?

37. Doctor, when, if ever, did you decide to go beyond conservative care?

38. What were your reasons for doing so?

39. What, if any, tests were performed on Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient) in (state the date) other 

than a physical examination?

40. Doctor, what is an (name if testing, i.e. arthrogram)?

41. How is such a test performed on a person's (name the part or parts of the body)?

42. Why did you want to have such a test performed on Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient) in (state 

the date)?

43. Doctor, who performed the (name the test done) on Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient) in (state 

the date)?

44. What was the skill and technical training of the person or persons who conducted the (name of 

the test)?

45. What was the skill and technical training of the person or persons who interpreted the (name 

of the test)?

46. Did a qualified technician perform the (name of the test) under your direction and supervision?

47. Doctor, did the (name of the test) correctly portray the (state the injury) of Mr. (name of the 

plaintiff/patient)?
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48. Was the (name of the test) taken in accordance with required standards of performing an 

(name of test)?

49. Doctor, I show you a report of the (name of the test done) performed on Mr. (name of 

plaintiff/patient) on (date of testing) at (name of hospital or other health care facility).

50. Do you recognize this report?

51. Is it a true and accurate copy of the original (name of the test performed) report prepared 

after the procedure was conducted?

52. Do you customarily rely on such documents in forming opinions regarding a patient's physical 

condition?

53. Doctor, is the (name of the test performed) report marked as Exhibit 2 contained in your 

patient records of Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient)?

54. Are the records of which Exhibit 2 is a part made in the regular course of your medical 

practice?

55. In the regular course of your practice do employees or representatives with personal 

knowledge of acts, events, conditions and other information contained in such records make 

such records or transmit information such as this document to be included in your records?

56. Were the entries made in Exhibit 2 made at or near the time of the occurrence of the acts, 

events or conditions described therein or within a reasonable time thereafter?

57. Does the source of the information or the method of preparing these records indicate their 

trustworthiness?

58. By what means or method was a copy of the (name of the test performed) report made?

59. Is Exhibit 2 an accurate reproduction of the (name of the test performed) report?

60. Where are the originals of the records of which Exhibit 2 is a copy kept?

61. Plaintiff offers Exhibit 2 into evidence.

62. Doctor, what did Mr. (name of the plaintiff/patient)'s (name of the test performed) show?

63. Can you show the ladies and gentlemen of the jury on the model you have before you what 

the (name of the test performed) showed?

64. Does the model you have pointed to fairly and accurately portray a (state the injury/ injuries) 

such as Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient)'s pre and post-surgery?

65. Is it helpful in showing the ladies and gentlemen of the jury the condition of Mr. (name of 

plaintiff/patient's) (state the injury or injuries, i.e. shoulder) pre- and post-surgery?
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66. Doctor, what relationship, if any, was there between the (name of the test performed) results 

and your physical examinations of Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient)?

67. What relationship, if any, was there between the test results and Mr. (name of 

plaintiff/patient)'s subjective complaints?

68. Doctor, can you see pain?

69. How do you as a physician determine whether a person is in pain?

70. Were you able to observe whether Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient) was in pain prior to his 

surgery?

71. What are your observations regarding his pain after his surgery?

72. Doctor, when, if ever, did you perform surgery on Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient)?

73. Can you describe in detail the type of operation you performed on Mr. (name of plaintiff/ 

patient)?

74. What is a (state the surgery performed, i.e. shoulder decompression)?

75. What is a (state injury, i.e. rotator cuff reconstruction)?

76. What were you trying to accomplish by the surgery?

77. How long was Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient) in the hospital in connection with his surgery?

78. After you released Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient) from the hospital what, if any, program of 

(state injury) rehabilitation did you prescribe for him? What were you trying to accomplish by 

the rehabilitation program?

79. What does the physical therapy that you prescribed consist of?

80. How often does Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient) go tot he physical therapy unit?

81. Based on a reasonable degree of medical probability, how long will Mr. (name of plaintiff/ 

patient) need to take physical therapy?

82. What is maximum medical improvement, doctor?

83. Has Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient) reached maximum medical improvement?

84. When do you anticipate that he will reach maximum medical improvement?

85. Have you an opinion based on a reasonable degree of medical probability whether Mr. 

(name of plaintiff/patient) will suffer any permanent physical impairment as a result of the 

trauma to this (state the injury/injuries)?

86. What is that opinion?

87. What do we mean by permanent physical impairment?

88. Doctor, are there guides to qualifying permanent physical impairment that you use as a 

physician?
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89. What guides do you use as a treating physician?

90. Are they recognized by treating physicians such as yourself?

91. Doctor, what degree of permanent physical impairment will Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient) 

suffer as a result of his (state injury/injuries) trauma based on a reasonable degree of

medical probability?

92. Doctor, what type of physical limitations, if any, have you placed on Mr. (name of plaintiff/ 
patient) during the course of your treatment of him.

NOTE: HAVE THE DOCTOR FILL OUT THE OWCP 5 FORM AT THE DEPOSITION.

93. What was the basis of these physical limitations?

94. Do you expect within a reasonable degree of medical probability that you will continue to 

impose physical limitations on Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient)?

95. Doctor, do you have an opinion of whether Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient)'s accident of (state 

the date) was the producing cause of the (state the injury/injuries) condition for which you 

have been treating him?

96. Doctor, what is that opinion?

97. What is the basis of that opinion?

98. Doctor, was Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient)'s accident history consistent with being the 

producing cause of his (state injury/injuries, i.e. torn rotator cuff)?

99. Is that opinion based on a reasonable degree of medical probability?

100. Doctor, in your opinion will Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient) ever have a normal (state injury/ 

injuries)?

101. Is that opinion based on a reasonably degree of medical probability?

102. Doctor, when (shoulder injury) soft tissue is torn does it heal with scar tissue?

103. Doctor, what type of internal soft tissue tearing, if any, did Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient) 

suffer in his (state injury/injuries, i.e. shoulder)?

104. Do you have an opinion based on a reasonable degree of medical probability whether that 

internal scar tissue will be a permanent fixture?

105. Doctor, in your practice are you ever called upon to separate out those who are hurt from 

those Who are not?

106. Describe that process if you will.

107. Did you ever form an opinion as to whether Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient) was actually 

suffering a traumatic-injury?

108. What was that opinion?
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109. What was the objective basis of that opinion?

Physican’s Services 

1. Doctor, what is the total of the bills for physician’s services rendered to Mr. (name of 

plaintiff/patient) by you thus far?

2. What services have been rendered by you?

3. Have you an opinion regarding whether the services were necessary as a result of treatment 

for the injury which Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient) described to you?

4. Do you have an opinion whether your charges are reasonable in light of charges for like 

services in and about the (state the county) area?

5. What is that opinion?

6. Have you finished treating Mr. (name of plaintiff/patient)?

7. What type of future physician's services do you anticipate based on a reasonable degree of 

medical probability?

(END)
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